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RENEWABLE ENERGY
POLICY NETWORK  
FOR THE 21st CENTURY
REN21 is the only global community of renewable energy actors from 

science, academia, governments, NGOs and industry. We provide up-to-

date facts, figures and peer-reviewed analysis of global developments in 

technology, policies and markets to decision makers. Our goal: encourage 

and enable them to make the shift to renewable energy happen – now!

The most successful organisms, such as an octopus, have a decentralised 
intelligence and "sensing" function. This increases responsiveness to a 

changing environment. REN21 incarnates this approach.

Our more than 2,000 community members guide our co-operative work. 

They reflect the vast array of backgrounds and perspectives in society. 

As REN21’s eyes and ears, they collect information and share intelligence, 

by sending input and feedback. REN21 takes all this information to better 

understand the current thinking around renewables and change norms. 

We also use this information to connect and grow the energy debate with 

non-energy players.

Our annual publication, the Renewables Global Status Report, is 

probably the world’s most comprehensive crowdsourced report on 

renewables. It is a truly collaborative process of co-authoring, data 

collection and peer reviewing.
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This report was commissioned by REN21 and produced in 
collaboration with a global network of research partners. 
Financing was provided by the German Federal Ministry for 
Economic Cooperation and Development (BMZ), the German 
Federal Ministry for Economic Affairs and Energy (BMWi) and 
the UN Environment Programme. A large share of the research 
for this report was conducted on a voluntary basis.

Global Trends in Renewable Energy Investment (GTR) 
is an annual report jointly prepared by the Frankfurt  
School-UNEP Collaborating Centre for Climate & Sustainable 
Energy Finance, BloombergNEF and the UN Environment 
Programme (UNEP). Global Trends in Renewable Energy 
Investment grew out of efforts to track and publish 
comprehensive information about international investments in 
renewable energy. The 2020 edition of the GTR explores the 
most recent developments, signs and signals in the financing 
of renewable power and fuels.  Information is presented by type 
of investment, technology and economy. It also provides an 
outlook on financing trends for the next decade.

Together with REN21’s annual Renewables Global Status 
Report (GSR), these two publications provide a comprehensive 
overview of developments in the renewable energy sector. 
The 2020 GTR edition was supported by the German Federal 
Ministry of Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear 
Safety. It was released in May 2020 and can be downloaded at 
www.fs-unep-centre.org.

REN21 is committed to mobilising global action to meet  
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
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