
 
 

 
 

                                                                                      Ref. NSEFI/PSGOM/2020-21/304                                

                                  Date: 11.01.2021 

To, 

 

Shri Asim Gupta (IAS)  

Principal Secretary (Energy), Government of Maharashtra 

3rd Floor, Main Building, Mantralaya 

Mumbai 

 

Sub: Suggestions/inputs on Maharashtra Hybrid Policy 2020 

 

Dear Sir, 

 

National Solar Energy Federation of India (NSEFI) is a non-profit organization with the objective of solar 

power development. It is an umbrella organization representing solar energy companies active along the 

whole photovoltaic value chain: project developers, manufacturers, engineering companies, financing 

institutions, and other stakeholders. NSEFI was founded in 2013 by solar energy industry leaders with the 

vision to promote solar energy, NSEFI is a public trust based in New Delhi. 

At the outset, we would like to thank the Government of Maharashtra (“GoM”) for all its support and 

responsiveness to the sector, enabling us to effectively deal with the coronavirus (COVID-19) pandemic. As 

a result of the support extended by the State during the lockdown, the renewable energy (RE) sector is trying 

to recover from the COVID shock with the announcement of the unlock guidelines by the Central 

Government. 

We would also like to commend Maharashtra State for coming out with a draft „Unconventional Energy 

Generation Policy 2020‟ to promote non-conventional energy generation in the state. The policy proposes to 

deploy 17,385 MW of renewable power in the state by 2025 which will provide the much-needed impetus for 

the future growth and development of the RE sector in the state. In addition to this, we also applaud the 

Government‟s initiative to include the deployment of 25 MW RE projects from new technology – based 

renewables as part of the State‟s 17 GW RE target.  

We understand that the GoM is in the process to finalise RE Policy focusing primarily on innovative hybrid 

projects with internal storage capacity, etc. In this regard, some of our members, who are independent 

power producers (IPPs) would like to request your good offices to consider the following inputs 

enclosed below with regards to deployment of hybrid projects in the state before finalising the RE 

Policy:  

1. Waiver on Electricity Duty for Hybrid energy 

Presently, Electricity duty is waived off for a period of 10 years for RE based solar and wind projects in 

Maharashtra as provided under respective policies. Wind-Solar Hybrid projects (“Hybrid Projects”) involve 



 
 

 
 

complexities in design, project execution, operations and maintenance vis-à-vis pure play solar or wind 

projects and therefore it may not be possible for a consumer to invest and maintain Hybrid Projects on its 

own and  will have to rely only on established renewable energy developers who can  provide clean energy to 

consumers in Maharashtra under third party/captive sale mode from Hybrid projects. Therefore in order to 

encourage adoption of energy generated by Hybrid Projects, Electricity Duty should be waived off for a 

period of minimum 15 years as Hybrid Projects are high capital-cost intensive as compared to pure solar or 

wind wherein electricity duty is waived off for a period of 10 years. 

Further, Hybrid projects provide better utilisation of natural resources and evacuation infrastructure and also 

minimise the intermittency of RE power. 

2. Levy of transmission charges on Rs./kWh basis 

In order to facilitate the combined operation of wind and solar plants and also to promote the integration with 

emerging technologies like energy storage systems, GoM should encourage and promote new technologies, 

methods and solutions  for optimal and efficient utilization of the transmission infrastructure, land and other 

natural resources in which will also help in achieving better grid-stability. One such way would be to do 

away with the existing mechanism of levy of transmission charges on per unit basis and instead levy of these 

transmission charges on the entire capacity. This will encourage developers to optimise their Hybrid Projects 

so that cost of transmission charges gets minimised against the present mechanism wherein transmission 

charges are applicable @ 2 times of conventional energy on RE transactions. 

3. Capacity of secondary RE sources should not be linked with rated power capacity of the 

primary RE source 

For the Project to get recognised as Wind-Solar Hybrid project, capacity of secondary RE sources should not 

be linked with rated power capacity of the primary RE source. For an energy storage project with energy 

generation source, there should also not be any restriction on minimum storage capacity. 

GoM‟s support on the abovementioned points will help in smooth deployment of hybrid projects in the state 

and help the state build its demand profile for RE in state.   

We request your good office to kindly consider our suggestions while finalizing the policy and we would 

happy to provide any additional information that may be required in this regard. 

Regards,    

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                           

 

Subrahmanyam Pulipaka 

Chief Executive Officer  


