TAKING STOCK: A global assessment of net zero targets

Appendix
Acknowledgements

Financial support for data acquisition came from the ClimateSouth project, with financial support from
the Volkswagen Foundation, and the Blavatnik School of Government at the University of Oxford. We
thank a number of volunteers who contributed to the data acquisition: Abdinor Dahir, Andrea Bacilieri,
Anita Koralewicz, Anna George, Brian Treacy, Calder Tsuyuki-Tomlinson, Clara Auer, Clare Ballantyne,
D D T Lushanya Dayathilake, Desma Natome Natome, Diana Jaramillo, Eleanor Hall, Eleanor Horton,
Fabian Dablander, Faryal Leghari, George Heywood, Harriet Atherton, Hyerean Yoo Kang, Irene Trung,
Isa Dijkstra, James King, Jonathan Chen, Jose Maria Valenzuela, Juhi Kore, Juliette Norrmen-Smith,
Ken Amor, Laura Chavez-Varela, Laura Watson, Lena Howlett, Lottie Field, Melvin Ting, Mihika Poddar,
Mingyu Yang, Miriam Pittalis, Phillip Wheeler, Rachel Szebenyi, Reja Wyss, Ria Aiyer, Ricardo Miranda
Rocha Leitao, Roopsha Sil, Sarah Seaberg, Suta Kavari, Tamara Gibbons, Tanya Herfurth, Thomas Brown,
Tristram Walsh, Victoria Emanuelle Forest-Briand, Wei Sean Melvin Ting, Wesley Gerard, Xulin Liang,

Yiyang Yu, Zahra Karim Didarali, Zoe Lin.
Selection of entities

Countries: All UN-recognised countries and a number of self-governing territories and dependencies
are analysed, comprising 202 entities in total. We do not include the EU as a separate entity. Country
codes and names were sourced from the International Organization for Standardization (ISO) 3166-1
Alpha standard.?* Country populations in 2019 were sourced from the United Nations (UN),5® Gross
Domestic Product (GDP) from the World Bank (2019, PPP using constant 2017 international USD)*® and
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions from EDGAR (2018).57

States & regions

We analyse the states, regions, and provinces (or other equivalent entities) of the top 25 emitting
countries, which together account for over 80% of global greenhouse gas emissions. Specifically this
comprises 806 states and regions from the United States, Australia, Canada, India, Russia, Japan,
Germany, Iran, Saudi Arabia, South Korea, Mexico, Indonesia, Brazil, South Africa, France, Turkey, Italy,
Thailand, Poland, Kazakhstan, United Kingdom, Spain, Taiwan, China, and Malaysia. As there are no
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global datasets for names and population we compile them from a range of governmental and open-
source repositories. We did not obtain comparable GHG or GDP data for all entities.

Cities

All cities with populations over 500,000 are analysed, comprising 1,170 cities in total. City populations
and names in 2018 were sourced from the UN .58

Companies

We analyse all 2,000 publicly-traded companies included in the Forbes Global 2000 list. Company
sales, names, industry and location of headquarters are sourced from Forbes.5®

Data acquisition

A team of trained data collectors systematically looked at each entity to ascertain whether it had a net
zero target, and what characteristics that target exhibited. We rely on publicly available sources such as
entities' websites or published documentation, press releases, or news articles. Data to complete the
relevant template for each entity (detailed Section IV) was acquired using the following process:

1. Cross checking entity name against the Race to Zero® member master list (access provided by
the UNFCCC Secretariat), and the Energy & Climate Intelligence Unit (ECIU) Net Zero Tracker®
master list (access to data provided by ECIU);

2.Using Google Search to conduct the following internet searches in English and the entity's main
language (if not English):

a. lentity namel net zero climate target,
b. [entity namel climate neutral,
c. lentity namel carbon neutral,
d. [entity namel zero emissions;

3.Reviewing relevant web pages relating to the entity's climate target; and

4.Using Google Search to conduct follow-on Internet searches as necessary.

The data acquisition activities were undertaken by volunteer coders from the University of Oxford and
ECIU staff between August and December 2020. Before coding volunteers were given training material
and walked through an hour-long induction and orientation. Members of the core research team

were available to coders throughout the data collection process to answer questions and adjudicate

ambiguities. Final acquisition and error checks on the target data were completed for non-state entities
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