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PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED
- - Regd. Office- PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
%—;*_9 Corporate Identity Number:U40109PB20108GC033813
(PUBLIC NOTICE)

Inviting Suggestions and Objections of the Public and all Stakeholdeis in respect of
Petition No. 49 of 2020 for deferment of revision of Security (Consumption) for all
categories of consumers till 31%' March 2021 in public interest due to impact of Covid-19
pandemic filed before Hon'ble PSERC

1. The Punjab State Power Corporation Limited (PSPCL) has filed a Petition No. 49/2020
before Hon'ble Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission (PSERC) for deferment of
revision of Security (Consumption) for all categories of consumers till 31 March 2021 in
public interest due to impact of Covid-19 pandemic under Regulation 47 of Supply Code-
2014 and Regulation 69, 70, 71 & 72 of chapter Xl of the conduct of Business
Regulations 2005.

2. The above said petition is available on the website of PSPCL i.e. www.pspcl.in. The

petition is also available on the website of Commission i.e. www.pserc.gov.in. The copy of

this petition can be downloaded therefrom.

3. Objections against the Petition filed by PSPCL together with supporting material may be
filed with the Secretary, Punjab State Electricity Regulatory Commission, Site No. 3,
Madhya Marg, Sector-18A, Chandigarh in person or through Registered Post so as to
reach within 10 days of the publication of this notice. Copy of the same must also be sent
to Chief Engineer/ARR& TR, PSPCL, F-4,Shakti Vihar, Patiala and proof of service of the
same must be enclosed with the filing made to Secretary, Punjab State Electricity
Regulatory Commission, Chandigarh.

4. The objections should carry full name, signature, postal address and telephone/mobile
number of the person sending the objections. If the objection is filed on behalf of any
organization or any class of consumers, it should be so mentioned. All the objectors
should also send a soft copy of their objections to the Secretary/ PSERC at e-mail ID

secretarypsercchd@gmail.com and PSPCL e-mail ce-arr-tr@pspcl.in. If any member

of the public wants to attend the hearing virtually then they may send their full name,
contact no. and valid email ID to registrarpsercchd@amail.com and th 2 link for the same

will be provided by the Commission.

5. The petition shall be taken up for hearing as well as public hearing by the Hon'ble
Commission on 07.04.2021 at 11.00 A.M. in the Commission's office at Site No. 3,
Madhya Marg, Sector-18A, Chandigarh. All the objectors who have filed their objections
by the last date for filing of the objections and other persons/ organizations interested in

presenting their views/suggestions on the above mentioned matter are invited to
participate in the hearing before the Hon'ble Commission.

CE{Commercial,
PSPCL, Patiala.
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BEFORE__THE PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY
COMMISSION, CHANDIGARH

IN THE MATTER-OF ' PETITION NO. of 2021

patition for deferment of revision of Security {Consumption} for all
categories of consumers till 31% March 2021 in public interest due to
impact of Covid-19 pandemic under Regulation 47 of Supply Code-2014
and Regulation 69, 70, 71-& 72.6f chapter Xl of the conduct of Business
Regulations 2005. '
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BEFORE THE PUNJAB STATE ELECTRICITY REGULATORY
COMMISSION, CHANDIGARH

IN THE MATTER OF PETITION NO. 49 OF 2020

Petition for deferment of revision of Security (Consumption) for all
categories of consumers till 313t March 2021 in public interest due to impact
of Covid-19 pandemic under Regulation 47 of Supply Code-2014 and
Regulation 69, 70, 71 & 72 of chapter XIll of the conduct of Business
Regulations 2005.

AND

IN THE MATTER OF
PUNJAB STATE POWER CORPORATION LIMITED,
THE MALL, PATIALA, PUNJAB.

MOST RESPECTFULLY SHOWETH

1. That this petition is being filed by the petitioner i.e. Punjab State Power
Corporation Limited (PSPCL) for deferment of revision of Security
(Consumption) for all categories of consumers till 315 March 2021 in public
interest due to impact of Covid-19 pandemic under Regulation 47 of Supply
Code-2014 and Regulation 89, 70, 71 & 72 of chapter X111 of the conduct of
Business Regulations 2009.

2. Background ~

Curfew/lockdown was imposed in the state of Punjab w.e.f 23.03.2020 due to
outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic. In order to mitigate the impact of COVID-19
pandemic on the esteemed consumers of PSPCL, various relief measure like
extension in the due date of payment of bills of all categories of consumers,
1% rebate on electricity bills, no disconnection during the lock-down period,
extension in the validity of demand notices, deferment of revision of
Security (Consumption) upto 345t December 2020, provision for installment
of current bills etc, were given to the consumers of PSPCL with the approval

Annexure-A

P5to6

of Hon'ble Chief Minister, Punjab (Annexure-A). One such relief measure is

deferment of the revision of security (consumption) of all categories of

o=



Annexure-B
P-7to8

consumers till 31% December 2020 circulated vide Commercial Circuiar No.
2512020 dated 29.05.2020 (Annexure-B).

Existing Regulation regarding Review Of Security {Consumption) &
Payment of Additional Security (Consumption):

As per Regulation 16.1 of Principal Regulation 16 of Supply Code-2014 titled
"Review of Security (Consumption) & Payment of Additional Security
(Consumption)", all consumers shall maintain as Security (consumption) with
the distribution licensee an amount equivalent to consumption charges {i.e.
fixed and variable charges as applicable to the relevant category) for two and
a half months where bi-monthly billing is applicable and one and a half month
in case of monthly billing, during the period of agreement for supply of
electricity.

Further Regulation 16.4 of Supply Code-2014 provides that the adequacy of
the amount of Security (consumption) in accordance with regulation 16.1 of
these Regulations shall be reviewed by the distribution licensee after
every three years (preferably after revision of tariff for the relevant year)
based on the average monthly consumption for the twelve months
period from April to March of the previous year except for HT/EHT
consumers in whose case review of Security (consumption) shall be
carried out annually

Reasons for proposed extension in the deferment of review of Security
{Consumption) from 31% December 2020 to 31* March 2021:

The impact of Covid-19 still exists in the state and businesses and industries
are still not fully revived due to shortage of labour, strict labour rules,
restriction of inter-state movements of goods, non-disbursement of loan
“amount from the bank etc. Further, the demand of goods is also on the lower
side and not yet reached to the extent which is prior to the Outbreak of Covid-
19. Consumers of PSPCL are requesting for extension of various refief
measure already provided by PSPCL.

Further, the revision of security (consumption) is being carried out every year
in the month of April. The revision for Security for the year 2020-21 was
deferred till December-2020 and therefore could not be carried out in the -



month of April-2020 for year 2020-21. Due to deferment of revision of sECurity
(consumption) till 31 st December 2020, the review for the year 2020-21 can
be carried out only in the month of January-2021 and where the consumer is
required to pay the additional Security {consumption), PSPCL shall issue
separate notice cum bill to the consumer and consumer shall be liable to pay
the additional Security (consumption) within thirty (30) days from the date of
service of the notice. In view of above, if notices for security consumptions
are issued in the month of January-2021, it is more likely that the maximum
portion of payable amount wili be received in the month of February. This
exercise of revision of security shall be repeated just after 3 months for the
year 2021-22 (in April-2021) after a very short interval of time and consumer
may resist payment of additiona! security consumption repeatedly in the gap
of 3 months and aiso due to impact of Covid-19.
Method for calculation of Security(Consumption) for year 2021-22

Due to outbreak of COVID-19 pandemic, there was a complete lockdown for
the period from 23.03.2020 to 3 May 2020 and thereafter businesses and
industries were opened in phased manner. However, businesses and
industries are still not revived fully due to shortage of labour, strict labour
rules, restriction of inter-state movements of goods, non-disbursement of loan
amount from the bank etc. which caused abnormally less electricity

consumption in this year in comparison to the load of consumer.

Security (consumption) is the amount towards estimated electricity likely to be
supplied in the coming year. Therefore revision of security consumption for
the year 2021-22 to be carried out in the month of April-2021 on the basis of
electricity consumption in the year 2020-21 as per Supply Code - 2014
Regulations may not truly reflect the estimated electricity consumption of
consumers for the year 2021-22. The electricity consumption of commercial
" and industrial category of consumer may be very less in the year 2020-21
due to impact of Covid-19 pandemic, therefore, it may possibly lead to refund
the Security (Consumption) of all these consumers due to revision in the next
year. So, the security consumption for the year 2021-22 may become
insufficient in case of revival of businesses and industries to their full extent in

the next financial year, which is most likely to occur.



F)

6.

in view of above, it is proposed that the security (consumption) for
the year 2021-22 may pe reviewed on the basis of average monthly
consumption for the year 2019-20 or 2020-21 whichever is higher.

Prayer:
On the basis of facts & reasons brought out above, Hon'ble Commission is
requested to consider and approve the following proposal in public interest

due to impact of COVID-19 pandemic:

1. The revision of security (consumption) for all categories of
consumers shall be deferred till 31° March 2021.

2. The security (consumption) for the year 2021-22 shall be reviewed
on the basis of average monthly consumption for the twelve
months period from April to March for the year 2019-20 or 2020-21

whichever is higher.

Lxsw“f@a/

PSPCL, Patiala.




GOVERNMENT OF PUNJAB
DEPARTMENT OF POWER
{Power Reforms Wing)

To _
The Chairman-cum- Managing Director,
Punjab State Power Corporation Limited,
Patiala. '

Memo.No:1/88/2034-EB (PR)/ a3 6
Dated, Chandigarh, the 33" May, 2020

Subject:- Relief to the electricity consumers in the State of Punjab for -

mitigating the impact of COVID-19.

Please: referto Chief Engineer/Commercial, PSPCL, Patiaia

Memo.No.553/0B-132"dated 15:5.2020 on the subject cited above.
2. in this fegard, Hom'ble Chief Minister, Purjab has accorded
approval to the propcsal of PSPCL submitted vide above referrad letier to
give following reliefs to the Electricity consumers in the State of Punjab for
mitigating the impact of cCOVID-19: -

) Due date of electricity bills of all the Domestic & Commercial

consumers having current monthly/bimenthly bills up to Rs.10000/

and a_il_lrj_;i_qs._trial consumers i.e. Small Power (SP), Medium Supply

(MS) and Large Supply (LS) payable from 20" March, 2020 till end of”

May, 2020 be extended upto 1% June, 2020 without levy of late

payment surcharge.

iy  Domestic & Commercial and all tndustrial consumers i.e. Small Power
(SP), Medium Supply (MS) and Large Supply (LS) who are unable to
pay thelr bills upto 15 June, 2020 will be given an option to pay the
same in a maximum of 4 monthly instalments. Further, in place of
[ ate Payment Surcharge (LP8) and Late Payment Interest (LP), only
400 interest per annum shall be charged on reducing batance
computed from 11.5.2020 (extended due date) or the original due
date of the bill, whichever is later. subject to the condition that current
Hills with due date on or after 1* June, 2020 shall be daposited timely

iy the consumer.
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No new dlsconnectlon of any consumer agamst noen- paymen‘t of bills

vi)

vill

shall be made till 15 6 2020

'T he revision of Security (Consum’ptlon) of ali categories of consumers

be deferred il 31* December, 2020.
The Demand Notice of Industrial and all other categories of
consumers, wherein. the validity falis between 20.3.2020 to
?31 .5.2020, the same be extended upto 30.6.2020 without payment of
‘Demand Notice Extension' Charges.
In case of 1ndu‘str}al and all o'ther. categories of consuiners (new as

well as extensron cases) whose feasxblllty ‘clearance has been

approved and - validity to submit the A&A Form “falls between

'2032020 {6 31.5.2020, the same be extended - upto 30.6.2020
‘W|thout any financial iabiiity.

All pending new electricity connections be releasaed by 15. 6. QOZOWW

%g"\}w-? e r fndine o
\\ Principat Secr- tary, Power

y

N




&:7 PUNJAB STATE POWER CORFORATION LIMITED
{OI0 CE/Commercial, Patiala, Ph.N0.0175-2214495)
Regd. Office- PSEB Head Office, The Mall, Patiala-147001
Corporate tdentity Number:U40109PB20108GC033813

: Hwexe - B

Telebay 0175-2310370 emajl ce-commercialfnsoclin directinrbillina@yahan con

Commercial Circular No. 252020
Dated : 29.05.2020
To
All Engineer-in-Chief/Chief Engineer (08},
Under Punjab State Power Corporation Limited,

Memo No. 597-601/DB-138 Dated: 29.05.2020

Subject: Rebef to electricity consumers in the State of Punjab for mitigating the :mpact of
COVID-19.

Ref: This office CC na 18/2020 dt: £9.04.2020, CC 18/20 dated 21.4.2020 and CC 23/2020 dated
18.5.2020

In continuation to the relief measures provided to the electricity consumers of the state vide
above referred commercial circulars, the following additional measures have been approved by the
Hon'ble CM Punjab for giving more reliefs to the electricity  consumers of the state in order ‘o
mitigate the impact of Corona virus pandemic .-

I. Due date of electricity bills of all the Domestic & Commercial consumers having current
monthly/gimonthly bills up to Rs 10,000/ and all Industrial consumers 1.e. Small Power (SP).
Medium Supply(MS) and Large Supply(LS) payable from 20" March, 2020 till end of May.
2020 be extended up to 1% June 2020 without levy of late payment surcharge In case wheie
Bills in the month of May 2020 have aiready been issued by levying LPS on previous hill. LPS
shall be refunded.

2. a) Domestic, Commercial and all industrial consumers jie. Small Power (5P}, Medium
Supply(MS) and Large Supply({LS) who are unable to pay their bills upto1®June 2020 will
be given an option to pay the same in a maximum of 4 monthly instalmenrs. Further, in
piace of late payment surcharge {LPS) and late payment interest (LP1), only 10% interest
per annum shall be charged on reducing balance computed from 11/5/2020 {extended due
gaie) or the original due date of the bill, whichever is later, subject to the condition that
current bills with due date on or after 1% June 2020 shall be deposited fimely by the
consumer,

ALE/AE(DS) or AEE/AE(Comimercial) 1s authorised to allow the instalments as per para 2

{a) above. The Add! SE/Sr Xen (DS} will monitor the recovery against instaimants,

3 No new disconnection of any consumer against non-payment of bills be made till 15/5/2020

4+ The revision of security {consumption) of all categories of consumers is deferred till 31st
December 2020,

3. Al pending new elecliicity connections be released by 15.06.2020 after lollowing due
procedurs

D

—

Meticulous compliarcs o ins above instructions be made by all ine concermed offices.

Y » . %EJPuma

For CEICammercial
FSPCL. Patiaia
Q\\\( Page 1of 2
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No new dlsconnectlon of any consumer agalnst non- paymen’t of bills

)

Vi)

shail be rnade till 15 6 2020

The revision of Security (Consum tmn of all ¢éategories of consumers
4

be deferred till 31% December, 2020.

The [emand Notlce of Industrial and all other categories of
consumers, wherein, the validity falls between 20.3.2020 to
31.5.2020, the same be extended upto 30.6.2020 without payment of
Demand Notice Extension Charges.

in case of Indu‘striai and all other categories of consuiners (new as
well as extensmn cases) whose feambmty clearance has been
approved and - valldity to submit the A&A Form falls between
?2032020 t5 31.5.2020, the same be extended uptc 30.6,2020

:wlthout any financial liabifity.

vii) AII pending new electricity connections be released by 15. B. 2020;;-”-—
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\ Principat Secr:_tary, Power




BEFORE THE PUNJAB STATE ELECTRCITY REGULATORY COMMISSION,
CHANDIGARH

PETITION NO. 49 OF 2020

IN THE MATTER OF:

Petition for deferment of revision of Security (Consumption) for all categories
of consumers till 31% March 2021 in public interest due to impact of Covid-19
pandemic under Regulation 47 of Supply Code-2014 and Regulation 69, 70, 71
& 72 of chapter X!ll of the conduct of Business Regulations 2005

ADDITIONAL AFFIDAVIT ON BEHALF OF THE PETITIONER, PUNJAB STATE
POWER CORPORATION LTD.

-~Gurchain Singh Banga Sio Hakam Ram Banga aged 57 years is working as

2. | say that | am filing the present affidavit pursuant to the hearing before the
Hon’ble Commission on 10/03/2021 and the queries raised during the course of

the hearing.

| 3. In regard to the proposal as to how PSPCL would be dealing with any
i 1ncrease!decrease in load/demand during this period of review i.e. during FY
‘ 2019-20 and FY 2020-21, | say that the existing Regulation 16.4 of Supply Code-
' 2014 has a provision to deal with any change in load in previous years for the

review of Security (Consumption).

=



4. The Regulation 16.4 of Supply Code-2014 provides as under
"16.4

The adequacy of the amount of Security (consumpﬁon) in accordance
with regulation 16.1 of these Regufations shall be reviewed by the .
distribution licensee after every three years (preferably after revision
of tariff for the refevant year) pased on the average monthly
consumption for the twelve months period from Aprif to March of the
previous year except for HT/EHT consumers in whose case review of

Security (consumption) shall be carried out annually.

in case of new connection of extension in joad/demand of an existing
connection which is 1es$ than one year old, the first review shall be
carried out onfy after 12 months consumption from April to March is

available with the distribution licensee.

Provided that in case of reduction in joad/demand by the consumef
during the period from April to March of the previous year, the
Security (consumptr’on) shall be reviewed for the current year hased
on the consumption of the previous year extrapolated on the basis of
the reduced joad/demand.”

5. | further say that the proposal!prayer under para-6 of petition no. 49 of 2020

ﬁﬁe?‘a%ed in line with Regulation 16.4 of Supply Code-2014 as below:
_ﬁr%t/ision of security (consumpﬁon) for all categories of

ohed siymers shall be deferred till 31% March 2021.

Q‘ iy X u'r‘i'aeq.seunty (consumption) for the year 2021-22 shall be reviewed on

N « Hve béis of average monthly consumption for the twelve months
S ORH /s om April to March for the year 2019-20 of 2020-21 whichever
" -%is higher.

iii. In case of reduction in joad/demand by the consumer during FY
2019-20 or 2020-21, the Security (consumption) shall be reviewed for
the year 2021-22 pased on the consumption as per para-2 above in

proportion to reduced joad/demand as on 31/03/2021 ie. The
consumption of each billing cycle during the year 2019-20 or 2020-21
whichever is applicable, shall be reduced in proportion to the
joad/demand of the consumer as on dated_31/03f2021 .

=



iv. In case of new connection or extension in load/demand of an existing
connection during FY 2019-20 or 2020-21, the first review shall be
carried out only in 2022-23

6. | further say that sr. no. iv mentioned in para-5 above has been proposed due to

following reasons:
“if the connection of a consumer has been released during FY 2019-20 or

extension in load/demand of an existing connection dufing FY 2019-20, then

“ OT ' first review of Security (consumption) is to be carried out in 2021-22 on the
7 443 J- pasis of consumption of FY 2020-21 as per the provisions of Regulation

16.4 of Supply Code-2014. The year 2020-21 is Covid-19 impacted year
and the consumption of the consumers may be very less in comparison to
the load of the consumer which could not depict expected consumption for
2021-22 for Security (consumption). Therefore, in these cases, the review of

Security (Consumption) may not be carried out in FY 2021-22."

7. In the circumstances mentioned above, | respectfully submit that the Hon'ble
commission may approve the revised proposal/prayer as per para-5 of this
affidavit.

HIES *A e vy, ) ~  DEPONENT,
T U LR
2P T D e A e Yy s
VERIFICATION Bxeculant sk . i o Jr !r‘i JI:\I[':V.[ ne ({(—)UOH,'J;—}
. SNy UL L@ s1gme

€S2 Al NE e -

R ST R YR

|, the deponent above-named, do hereby verify the contents of the above affidavit to
be based on the records of PSPCL maintained in the ordinary course and helieved
by me to be true, no part of it is false and nothing material has been concealed

therefrom.

Verified at Patiala on this 12"day of March, 2021

0% el DEPONENT,



